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DEPARTMENT OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT — CITY OF CANNING INQUIRY 
Statement by Minister for Local Government 

MR G.M. CASTRILLI (Bunbury — Minister for Local Government) [9.18 am]: I advise that on 9 February 
2012, I directed the Director General of the Department of Local Government to commence an authorised 
inquiry into the City of Canning in accordance with section 8.3(3) of the Local Government Act 1995 following 
receipt of information provided to me by the City of Canning’s mayor and other sources. The terms of reference 
of the inquiry related to governance, recruitment, tendering processes, contract management and general 
performance. The inquiry found evidence of a failure by the elected council to ensure that the City of Canning 
performs its functions properly and identified that this failure has been both serious and continuous over an 
extended period. The report has found evidence that the elected council has seriously eroded its professional 
relationship with its administration, to the extent that the inquiry considers that if the council were to remain in 
office, the potential exists for further major problems to develop. 
The report provides a comprehensive analysis of matters related to the terms of reference and makes 66 findings 
that relate to the elected council’s actions, the actions and behaviour of individual elected members, as well as 
some aspects of the city’s processes and procedures. It makes five recommendations, including 
recommendations to appoint an inquiry panel and suspend the council. The findings of the inquiry are of 
significant concern to me. I received the report yesterday and elected to table the report at the earliest 
opportunity as this is a matter of high public interest, especially for the residents and ratepayers of the City of 
Canning. My priority is to ensure that the City of Canning council and its administration act in the best interests 
of their community. The government will fully consider this inquiry report and its findings and recommendations 
to determine what appropriate action should be taken. It is my intention for that process to be completed in the 
very near future. 

Authorisation of Publication — Motion 
Mr G.M. CASTRILLI: In accordance with parliamentary processes concerning such reports, I table the 
document titled, “Report of the Inquiry into the City of Canning 2012”. I move — 

That this house authorises the publication of the “Report of the Inquiry into the City of Canning 2012”. 
Question put and passed. 
[See paper 5589.] 
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